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Experience the healing ministry of Jesus 
There’s a hint of fall in the air, and with 

it comes many activities leading up to 

the holidays. One I especially want to 

highlight is the Sacrament of Anointing. 

We will be offering the 

Sacrament of the Anoint-

ing of the Sick at all the 

Masses the weekend of 

October 12 and 13.  The 

sacrament may be re-

ceived by anyone who is 

seriously ill, or preparing 

for surgery, or experienc-

ing the effects of getting older. 

The sacrament has its roots in the healing min-

istry of Jesus himself.  He healed lepers (Mt 8: 1

-4), the centurion’s servant (Mt 8: 5-17), large 

crowds (Mt 15: 29-31), blind Bartimaeus (Mark 

10:46-52), and Peter’s mother-in-law (Luke 4:38

-30), to name a few. 

Jesus’ healing ministry was part of the mission 

he gave to the Church.  The most famous de-

scription is found in James 5: 13-16:  “If anyone 

among you is suffering hardship, he must pray. 

If a person is in good spirits, he should sing a 

hymn of praise.  Is there anyone sick among 

you? He should ask for the presbyters of the 

church. They in turn are to pray over him, 

anointing him with oil in the Name of the Lord. 

This prayer uttered in faith will reclaim the one 

who is ill, and the Lord will restore him to health. 

If he has committed any sins, forgiveness will 

be his.  Hence, declare your sins to one anoth-

er, and pray for one another, that you may find 

healing.  The fervent petition of a holy man is 

powerful indeed.” 

The oil used in the sacrament is blessed by the 

bishop at the Chrism Mass that is celebrated 

before Easter. 

(Our share of this oil is in one of the cabinets 

near the baptism font). The blessing prayer also 

reminds us of the healing ministry of Jesus and 

Continued on Page 2 
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Sacrament of Anointing offered at Masses on Oct. 12-13 

Continued from Page 1 

the Church. 

The bishop prays: “O God, Father 

of all consolation, who willed to 

heal the infirmities of the weak 

through your  Son, listen favorably 

to the prayer of faith: send forth 

from the heavens, we pray, your 

Holy Spirit, the Paraclete, upon 

this oil in all its richness, which you 

have graciously brought forth from the verdant tree 

to restore the body, so that by your holy blessing 

everyone anointed with this oil as a safeguard for 

body, soul, and spirit may be freed from all pain, all 

infirmity, and all sickness.  May your holy oil, O 

Lord, be blessed by you for our sake in the name of 

Jesus Christ our Lord.” 

One of the rituals of the sacrament is the laying on 

of hands. Whenever this gesture is used, it is a 

reminder of the presence of the Holy Spirit.  

 

When I celebrate the sacrament at someone’s home 

or at their hospital bedside, I always invite the family 

members to participate in this ritual as well.  

Sometimes there are a dozen hands being laid.  

After an appropriate amount of time, I like to ask the 

one who has just been anointed how they feel. They 

always smile and say something like: “I feel 

wonderful!”  It’s another reminder of the letter of 

James: “The fervent prayer of a holy person is 

powerful indeed!” 

So, if you are preparing for surgery, or are dealing 

with a physical, mental or emotional illness, or just 

feeling the aches and pains of age, I invite you to 

celebrate this sacrament of healing.  Father 

Nicholas and I will be offering the sacrament at all 

the Masses on October 12-13. If you are need of 

healing, this sacrament is for 

you!  

 

 

Knights of Columbus officers 

installed for Council 4403 

New officers were installed on July 17 for 

the Knights of Columbus Council 4403. Pic-

tured from left to right are Jason Hawman, 

Randy Bickford, Dan D’Alessandro, John 

Fischer, John Salkeld, Jim Glaser, Jerry 

Jastrab, Bob Boecker, Jesse Ivy, Kevin 

Lange and Al Wahmhoff. 

(Photo courtesy of John Salkeld) 
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Circle honors St. Teresa of Calcutta 

By JAN TOUNEY 

How fitting that a 

print of Mother 

Teresa, now St. 

Teresa of Calcutta, 

hangs in the lower 

level East Room at 

Saint John Vianney, 

as a group of parish 

women gather 

there on a 

Thursday night. 

They converse 

freely, pray, offer 

up petitions, and 

talk about upcoming events they want to sponsor to help 

others. 

They are members of the newest women’s circle at SJV, the 

St. Teresa Circle, and they join four other circles – St. Ann’s, 

St. Anthony’s, St. Margaret’s and St. Monica’s -- which have 

provided much support for the parish over the years. 

The St. Teresa Circle was recently organized by three women 

(Maureen Durick, Jeannie Moran and Nicole Stock) who felt a 

need for an organization to better connect women in their 

30s and 40s who attend SJV. The women who have attended 

the circle are from a wide variety of backgrounds – young 

moms, professionals, women new to the parish as well as 

those who have attended SJV for years. Women of all ages are 

invited to join. 

As the women chatted before the meeting began, it was 

apparent there is much in common. It’s a school night, and 

there’s a lot of talk about homework and kids’ activities. Katie 

Selden has set out an appetizing array of snacks, much 

appreciated by those in attendance. 

Maureen said membership in the circle is flexible. 

“Come when you can, help when you can,” she said.  

Jill Martens has been in the parish for 20 years. Still, she said, 

she did not know a lot of people at SJV until joining St. 

Teresa’s Circle. 

“We have such a large 

parish, and it’s nice to 

see familiar faces,” she 

said. 

Sue O’Brien said she 

had been looking for a 

group of women who 

share the same faith. 

“It means a lot because 

my faith means a lot to 

me,” she said.  

Members take turns leading opening and closing prayers. The 

room gets quiet as the women offer up their petitions. After 

that, they get down to the business of discussing upcoming 

service projects – collecting leftover Halloween candy to be 

shipped to those in the military, hosting a bingo fundraiser in 

November, helping children at Family Resources at Christmas.  

The group meets at 7:30 p.m. on the third Thursday of each 

month in the East Room. For information, contact 

stteresasjv@gmail.com or facebook.com/stteresasjv. 

Members of the new St. Teresa’s Circle have time for conversation before the 

formal part of the meeting begins. They meet in the East Room. 

Andrea Stellmach and Maureen Durick chat over refreshments 

during a social time before the meeting begins. 
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Welcome, Mitchell Narvasa 
By JAN TOUNEY 

As he settles in to his 

new role as pastoral 

associate for 

evangelization at 

Saint John Vianney, 

Mitchell Narvasa said 

he feels blessed to be 

a part of what he 

called “an extremely 

welcoming parish.” 

“A lot of people are 

just coming up to me 

and are excited to 

meet me and know 

what I do,” he said a 

few weeks after 

settling in to his 

office. “I know my 

position and focus is 

on evangelization. 

Where that takes me, 

I hope to make that 

mission clear to the 

whole community.” 

It has been a whirlwind couple of months for the California 

native, who moved his family – wife, Rebecca, and children 

Aurora, 4, Glenn, 3, and Wade, 6 months – to Davenport from 

North Liberty, Iowa. Aurora and Glenn are enrolled at SJV’s 

preschool. 

“As far as being a staff member here, I have been really blessed 

with so many people asking how they can help me,” he said. “I 

feel a part of the family already.” 

Father Jim Vrba said the job of pastoral associate for 

evangelization came about as the result of two things: a stated 

need in the Parish Priority Plan for more opportunities to bring 

parishioners together to share their faith, and the initiatives 

which were suggested by parishioners who discussed the call to 

evangelization from Pope Francis’, “The Joy of the Gospel.” The 

call to evangelization was a 

major focus of the Diocese 

of Davenport’s Vision 

20/20 Convocation in June. 

The initiatives, Father Jim 

said, “require extra hands 

to allow these things to 

take place.” 

“Mitch’s ministry is to 

embrace those initiatives 

and to help make them 

happen,” he said. 

A focus will be the 

formation of small groups 

that will allow parishioners 

to discuss their faith and 

share their faith journeys 

in a setting that is more 

comfortable for them. 

Mitchell is eager to hear 

the experiences 

parishioners have had with 

small faith communities. 

“Small groups are a way to accompany people in their faith 

journey, from the month they are baptized until the day they 

die,” he said. 

Mitchell spoke of his personal faith journey, having become 

involved in youth ministry around 11 years of age and being 

immediately drawn to music ministry. He began playing the 

guitar at the age of 6 or 7. 

He also has shared with the parish his very personal story of 

how his parents separated for a time when he was a boy after 

his father was unfaithful to his mother. His father chose to 

enter a program at their diocese to help turn his life around and 

accepted Jesus Christ into his life. He sought forgiveness and a 

reconciliation of his family. 

Just this past summer, his parents celebrated a renewal of their 

marriage vows in California. 

Mitchell Narvasa and his family were welcomed to Saint John Vianney during 

parish receptions on the weekend of  Sept. 14-15. His wife, Rebecca, is holding 6-

month-old Wade, with Aurora, 4, at left, and Glenn, 3, at right. 

Continued on Page 5 
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“Amazing people” 

at St. John Vianney 
 

Continued from Page 4 

“There are a lot of moments that 

define me – getting married, having 

kids,” he said. 

“The thing that has brought me to the 

faith is the thing that also keeps me 

grounded in the faith as well,” he said, 

referring to his parents’ story. 

As a junior college student, Mitchell 

thought about what he wanted to 

major in. 

“I was discerning whether to be a 

dentist, a communications major or go 

into nursing,” he said. For a short 

while, he also was discerning whether 

he had a call to the priesthood. 

Someone suggested to him that he 

look at Franciscan University in 

Steubenville, Ohio, as a possible place 

to study. 

“I had a strong feeling that God was 

calling me to full-time ministry,” he 

said. 

He majored in theology and minored 

in philosophy. And it was at Franciscan 

University where he met Rebecca, who 

was raised in the Iowa City area. 

“She is 100 percent responsible for me 

coming to Iowa,” he said with a smile. 

“Iowa was never on my radar.” 

He asks that parishioners “lift up a 

decade of the Rosary for the 

conversion of souls in our parish.” 

“I see a lot of amazing people in this 

parish,” he said. “A lot of people do 

what the church is asking them to do.” 

 

Volunteers on the first day of the Haiti garage sale in July gather to say a prayer before 

opening the doors to an onslaught of eager shoppers. More than $17,000 was raised. 

Prayers sought for medical mission to Haiti 

Saint John Vianney parishioners enthusi-

astically supported the annual Haiti gar-

age sale in July with their shopping as 

well as their volunteering. 

Now, the Haiti committee is asking for 

the parish’s prayers as they plan another 

medical mission to SJV’s sister parish of 

Notre Dame du Rosaire in Jean-Denis, 

Haiti, in late January. 

While violent acts and protests against 

the Haitian government have lessened 

somewhat in recent months, there is still 

concern about the stability of the situa-

tion.  

Those who are veterans of the medical 

mission are monitoring the situation 

closely, as is the organization in Florida 

that partners with SJV. The mission will 

be canceled if it is determined to be un-

safe to travel. 

Monetary aid from the generosity of SJV 

parishioners continues to support Our 

Lady of Fatima School, which was built 

on the Notre Dame du Rosaire parish 

grounds and opened last year. Funds 

raised during the garage sale as well as 

monthly donations and an annual parish 

drive go to support teacher salaries, a 

modest lunch program for the children 

and supplies for the classrooms. 

The “Christmas in July” garage sale raised 

more than $17,000.  

THESE DONATIONS WILL 

HELP OUR FRIENDS IN HAITI 

Acetaminophen 500 mg tablets 

Acetaminophen children’s chewable 

Adult vitamins with iron 

Artificial tears 

Children’s vitamins with iron (not gummy) 

Eyeglasses/sunglasses/readers 

Ibuprofen 200 mg tablets 

Ibuprofen children’s chewable 

Icy Hot gel or generic brand 

Prenatal vitamins with iron 

Tums (chewable antacids) 

TRAVEL SIZE ONLY: 

Shampoo, toothpaste, soap 
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Indoor picnic? No problem! 
It was 11 a.m., and Larry Fitkin stared out of the window in 

the Gathering Space, wondering if the rain would hold back 

for the annual Saint John Vianney picnic on Sept. 22. 

Well, it rained, and rained. But it didn’t seem to matter to the 

smiling faces in the Activity Center, as parishioners happily 

chowed down on burgers, brats and pork chop sandwiches.  

The stalwart cooks from the Men’s Fellowship Group put the 

grills under the overhang by the preschool entrance, and the 

food was cooked to perfection. And then there were the 

yummy desserts. 

No one seemed to mind the close quarters in the Activity 

Center, or eating in the annexes set up in the hallways of the 

education wing or in the Vianney Room. 

While the rain cancelled the bouncy house, which sat forlornly 

deflated in its usual spot on the parish grounds, there was 

lively music provided by Charlie and Holly Mathews, cotton 

candy, and yes, beer. At the end of the picnic’s three hours, 

there were a lot of happy raffle winners. 

As Father Jim Vrba described the picnic: “A Fellowship of 

Food.” And fun. 

 

Dozens of  volunteers help make the 

annual picnic at Saint John Vianney a 

success. Here are just a few: The Men’s 

Fellowship Group members who 

cooked the burgers, brats and pork 

chops, at left. Below left, Tim and 

Maureen Conrad kept the cotton candy 

machine busy. Below, Sue Coffin 

serves up potato chips. Look in future 

bulletins for more photos. 



                            7                     Saint John Vianney Catholic Church 

Father Nicholas Akindele hosted a joyous dinner celebration in 

honor of Bishop Martin Olorunmolu of the Diocese of Lokoja, 

Nigeria, in the Activity Center on Aug. 12. 

The bishop, from Father Nicholas’ home diocese, was a guest 

of Saint John Vianney during his three-week visit here and 

celebrated daily Mass with parishioners. 

“I have received a very warm welcome from Father Jim and the 

people of the parish,” Bishop Olorunmolu said to about 100 

people in attendance. A potluck dinner was arranged by SJV’s 

St. Ann’s Circle and members of St. Paul the Apostle and Our 

Lady of Victory parishes in Davenport. Three singers from Our 

Lady of Victory sang a selection of hymns. 

“I have very sweet memories to take back to Nigeria,” the 

bishop said. “I am refreshed enough to go back to work.” 

He said the Diocese of Lokoja, in central Nigeria, has about 

40,000 Catholics, 43 parishes, 57 priests and 30 seminarians. It 

is located in a rural part of the country, and citizens’ wages are 

low, he said. 

Because of the economic situation among the faithful, the 

diocese does not have money to finish construction on a new 

Immaculate Conception cathedral, as other needs, such as 

education for the seminarians, take precedence.  

Donations for the cathedral construction were collected during 

the event.  

Anyone else who wishes to donate to the Diocese of Lokoja 

can write a check to the Diocese of Davenport, with “Nigeria” 

in the memo line. 

Parishioners from St. Paul the Apostle and Our Lady of Victory joined 

those from SJV in greeting Bishop Martin Olorunmolu.  

SJV welcomes Bishop Martin Olorunmolu 

 

Smiling faces tell the story …. 

Enjoying the picnic, above, were Analicia Gomes and 

daughters Lilliana, Isabel, Sophia and Francesca (dad Will 

was part of the grill team). Top right,  Mike and Kim 

Priaulx and their children, Bethany, Hannah, Violet and 

Elias. At right, Tom and Joanne Lammers brought their 

lunch to the Vianney Room after the Activity Center was 

filled.  
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Saint John Vianney parishioners have a 

new opportunity to spend devotional 

time with Jesus on Friday nights, with a 

5:30 p.m. Mass, followed by an hour of 

Eucharistic Adoration in the church. 

The new Friday night Mass and adoration schedule began on 

Oct. 4.  

Parochial vicar Father Nicholas Akindele, who approached 

Father Jim Vrba and the SJV staff with the idea of a weekly 

Eucharistic Adoration, says that visiting with the Lord in this 

setting will bring many blessings to those who attend, as well 

as to the parish as a whole. 

“Essentially, our mission as a church is to express our 

encounter with Jesus,” he said. “We should show that 

encounter to the world. We want to show that that encounter 

is what makes the whole difference in our life, in our world. It 

gives us meaning and it gives us purpose.” 

The new Friday night Mass and adoration schedule will not 

affect the Eucharistic Adoration and Rosary held on the last 

Friday of the month after 9 a.m. Mass for the intention of 

increasing vocations. 

Father Nicholas spoke of the current trend for people to have 

DNA tests done to find out where their ancestors are from.  

“That connects them to an identity, to 

their roots,” he said. “Sometimes, they’re 

ecstatic to find a family member. It gives 

them a sense of meaning, of connection.” 

“Our DNA is Jesus Christ … He connects us with all our family 

members in Christ from all over the world, the living and the 

dead, in a relationship of joy and praise,” he continued. 

He likened coming to Eucharistic Adoration to visiting a friend. 

Friends can sit with each other in silence. No words are 

necessary to convey what is in their hearts. 

Pastor Father Jim Vrba said there has been a rebirth of an 

appreciation of devotional prayer “of which Adoration is very 

much at the heart of that.” 

“We need active liturgical prayer, but it also needs to be 

accompanied by devotional prayer,” he said.  

“Devotional prayer emphasizes ‘Jesus and me.’ Liturgical 

prayer emphasizes ‘Jesus and us.’ We need both.” 

Those who may have never experienced an hour of Eucharistic 

Adoration may wonder how they should spiritually prepare. 

“Just come,” Father Nicholas urged. “The One who is preparing 

to meet us is our host. He is the one making the preparations.” 

 
 SIGNS AND SYMBOLS OF THE LITURGY 

 

Parishioners approach 

the baptism font as part 

of a presentation Sept. 

23 on “Signs and Symbols 

of the Liturgy” by Deacon 

Frank Agnoli, director of 

liturgy for the Diocese of 

Davenport. The prayer 

and learning session 

featured music and short 

explanations of the 

sacred symbols that are a 

part of the Mass.  
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Symbolon course deepens understanding of faith issues 
Four adults who participated in a 

summer-long faith formation program 

called Symbolon celebrated the 

sacraments of Confirmation and 

Eucharist on Aug. 25. 

But the program, featuring video and discussion sessions, also 

drew several dozen parishioners who attended the weekly 

meetings to learn more about their faith. 

Father Jim Vrba said he offered Symbolon because two of the 

adults had approached him shortly after the Easter Vigil Mass 

and indicated a desire to celebrate the sacrament of 

Confirmation. 

“Technically speaking, the whole RCIA process is meant to be 

for the unbaptized, helping them on their journey of 

conversion,” he said. “Three of the four of them were already 

baptized Catholics, so I thought, why have them wait until 

September (when the RCIA process begins)? To have this 

opportunity for Symbolon really met the needs for all four of 

these people.” 

It also drew between 30 and 40 parishioners who just wanted 

to update their understanding of the 

Catholic faith. The first 10 sessions of 

Symbolon were on Knowing the Faith; the 

remaining 10 on Living the Faith. 

One of the Confirmandi, Will Gomes, lives 

in Bettendorf with his wife, Analicia, and 

daughters Lilliana, 8, Isabel, 6, Sophia, 4, 

and Francesca, 2. The couple is expecting 

their fifth daughter in November.  

Will said he was baptized Catholic and attended Mass with his 

family. But he had never been confirmed. 

“I had been in a stuck point for a while, and 

wanted to become Catholic again,” he said. “It 

was time.” 

The announcement about the Symbolon program 

in the bulletin attracted his attention. And 

attending the classes, hearing the faith stories of fellow 

parishioners, was powerful. 

When Will was unable to attend classes in person, his sponsor, 

Dick Hanzelka, shared his detailed notes as well as his depth of 

knowledge about the church, which Will appreciated. 

Dick, a Catholic since birth and longtime member of SJV, said 

the Symbolon course gave him new insights. 

“One insight for me included the idea that all seven sacraments 

bring us to the Cross of Jesus in one way or another,” he said. 

“As Father Jim explained it, ‘In the sacraments, time vanishes 

and we are brought back to the cross.’ I was always enamored 

by the sacraments and the way they brought us a level of grace 

and holiness, but making that connection to the Cross was 

something I had never thought about before.”  

He continued, “The sacraments of initiation (Baptism, 

Confirmation, and Holy Eucharist) bring us into the body of 

Christ and the Spirit and His sacrifice on the Cross. The 

sacraments of healing (Reconciliation and Anointing) are at the 

base of Jesus' forgiveness and mercy exhibited on the Cross. 

The sacraments of service (Matrimony and Holy Orders) start 

us on the path to carry out the message of evangelizing defined 

by the sacrificial love of Christ. It makes so much sense now, 

but I had never thought about it in quite that way before.” 

The other Confirmandi (sponsors in parentheses) were George 

Langheld (Les Lipinski), Jeff Morrison (Michelle Kipp), and Kelly 

O’Connor (Sue Cassatt). 

Will Gomes 

Auditions for roles for the parish production of “Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor 

Dreamcoat” will be held Oct. 29 from 6:30-8:30 p.m. and Nov. 2 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Look 

for more information on the music storage room door in the Gathering Space. Sign up for an 

audition time, or contact Eleanor Kiel to schedule. Walk-ins are welcome. Those who want to 

be involved in chorus do not need to audition. Rehearsals will begin in December. 

 Performances will be March 4-8, 2020. 

Be a part of SJV’s 2020 parish production 
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Issues explored during Social Justice Thursdays 
Social Justice Thursdays at Saint John Vianney are drawing 

people eager to explore issues that affect our community, our 

nation and our world. 

The most recent event, on Sept. 12, focused on the issue of 

refugee families in the Quad-Cities and efforts to help families 

in Mount Pleasant, Iowa, impacted by an immigration raid in 

May of 2018. 

A soup and salad supper was served, and a table was laden 

with donations of food and household supplies for the Mount 

Pleasant families. 

One of the speakers, Ann McGlynn of Davenport, is president 

of the board of directors of Tapestry Farms, a nonprofit organ-

ization that assists refugee families with their transition to life 

in this community. That could include work, housing, trans-

portation, education and medical care. 

Accompanying Ann was a young woman, Charlene Nzigire, 

who arrived in the Quad-Cities three years ago with her moth-

er and five siblings. Her family originally fled the Democratic 

Republic of Congo and then lived in a refugee camp in Uganda 

for 11 years before coming here. St. Paul Lutheran Church in 

Davenport partnered with them. 

Ann spoke of meeting the family for the first time at the air-

port. “There is my life before that moment and my life after 

that moment,” she said tearfully. Her family and Charlene’s 

family now celebrate holidays and birthdays together. 

Tapestry Farms is working with five families and hopes to 

grow that number to 10 by the end of the year. Ann said the 

refugee families are very good gardeners. Tapestry Farms is 

looking to assist with a year-round enterprise around that 

skill, as well as others, as a way for the families to make a liv-

ing. 

“Our vision -- flourishing together,” she said.  

Tapestry Farm is supported by individuals and community 

grants. It also seeks volunteers to help with driving people to 

work and medical appointments. For more information on 

Tapestry Farms, go to www.tapestryfarms.org. 

Charlene also spoke, saying she is glad to be in the community 

because it gives her a chance to go to school.  

“I am so happy to be here,” she said, looking at Ann with a 

wide smile, “because she helps us a lot.” 

The second speaker, Loxi Hopkins, is a volunteer in the Dio-

cese of Davenport’s Social Action office. She has been in-

volved in immigration reform for 

many years. She is acquainted with 

many of the families impacted by the 

ICE raid in Mount Pleasant and spoke 

of the fear among the families and 

the trauma they have experienced. 

“They hear the words of hate and 

non-acceptance,” she said. People 

who wish to help the families, includ-

ing with Christmas presents for the 

children, can contact Loxi through 

the diocesan offices. Sister Bea 

Snyder, CHM, who gave a prayerful 

reflection at the beginning and end of the social justice event, 

is also involved in the effort to help the Mount Pleasant fami-

lies, and is collecting donations. 

Steph Bray, chairperson of the Social Justice Committee, said 

information on upcoming events will be in the parish bulletin. 

There will be a poverty simulation in October, for which regis-

tration is required. November will feature a speaker on home-

lessness, and there will be a fair trade sale in December.  

Ann McGlynn, right, president of the board of directors of Tapestry 

Farms, listens to Charlene Nzigire talk about her new life in the U.S.  

Loxi Hopkins  
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RE program marks beginning of new year 

 Friendships were 

renewed and new ones 

were made as Saint John 

Vianney families 

gathered on a warm 

September evening for 

games, refreshments 

and fellowship to kick off 

this year’s Religious 

Education program. 

Parents and children had 

the opportunity to visit 

classrooms and view class rosters for the new session that 

began on Wednesday, Sept. 18. 

Children ran from one activity to the next: riding trikes in the 

parking lot, getting their faces painted and waiting in line for a 

chance to go inside the bouncy house. There was a never-

ending line for a refreshing Kona ice. 

Representatives of the parish’s Vocations Ministry handed out 

Rice Krispies treats and invited children to get their photos 

taken with life-size cardboard cut-outs of a priest and a nun. 

Martina Razdan took a photo of her daughter, Mikhaela, 7, 

peering out from the nun’s face.  

The gesture was meaningful in that Martina’s aunt was a 

Dominican sister for many years and had recently passed 

away. Martina was named after her aunt and planned to send 

the photo to the Motherhouse in Springfield, Illinois. 

Grandparents John and Mimi Bligh enjoyed a rest on the stone 

bench outside the north entrance with their grandson Jackson 

Ward, 6, who spotted another boy named Jackson whom he 

had met at Vacation Bible School. 

Nicky Stevenson, co-director of the Religious Education 

program, said the festival is an opportunity for children to 

reacquaint themselves with friends they made during 

Vacation Bible School or in last year’s classes. 

“We used to do this in May at the end of the school year, but 

families are so busy then,” she said.  

The RE program also hosts a number of free family service 

events on Saturdays where parents and children can work 

together on projects that benefit the 

community. There is no cost to the 

families. 

Upcoming Saturday events include 

(all run from 9-10 a.m.): 

 A collection drive on Nov. 2 for 

clothing and personal hygiene 

products for World Relief Moline, 

which helps local refugees and 

immigrants. 

 Making birthday boxes for kids 

and adults on Jan. 11. 

 Organizing Chemo Care Kits on Feb. 8  for children at 

Stead Family Children’s Hospital in Iowa City. 

 Book donation drive and making fleece tie blankets for 

kindergartners on March 7. 

 Donation drive and making dog treats on April 4 to 

benefit Quad City Animal Welfare Center in Milan. 

Evening events include the annual Fall Fest on Oct. 16 from 6 

to 7:30 p.m. on the parish grounds, and Snowflake Central on 

Dec. 4. More information on all of these events can be found 

on the parish website, www.sjvbett.org, and in upcoming 

bulletins. 

 

 

 

Grandparents John and Mimi Bligh enjoy some 

time with grandson Jackson Ward, 6. 

Children talk while waiting in line for the bouncy house. 
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Accompany someone to this very special time to spend with Jesus. 

More details are inside, on Page 8 

 

 


